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Behind the visor: Bryony King
The pressures of making it into the big time of 
motorsport are well documented. With the up-
and-coming stars at each level seeming to get 
younger with each passing season, what effect 
does it have and how much dedication does it 
take to become fully immersed in the sport that 
you love. I had the opportunity to speak with 
Bryony King, a young race driver in the making 
who has made the step up to the Formula Jedi 
Championship for 2016.

So who is 
Bryony King?

Bryony is a 17-year old looking to make big 
waves in the motorsport world. Born and bred in 
Cambridgeshire, Bryony has been racing karts 
since 2010 despite only having just become 
old enough to have passed her driving test this 
February.

“I began racing at the end of 2010, racing a cadet 
kart at PFi (kart circuit in Grantham, Lincolnshire). 
I was born in Cambridge, and have lived in 
Cambridgeshire all my life, in the same house 
actually.

“For 2016, I am going to be racing in the Formula 
Jedi Championship, which is going to be my debut 
season racing in cars. I’m most looking forward 
to racing at amazing circuits, such as Silverstone 
and Rockingham. It’s a big change of scene for 
me, but I’m very much looking forward to it.”

The Formula Jedi series is a British championship 
that uses open-wheel vehicles, not dissimilar in 
design to a Formula Ford car but with less power. 

The championship takes place at seven events 
up and down the country, from the flatlands of 
Snetterton in Norfolk, to the undulating Branch 
Hatch layouts in Kent.

The side of motorsport we usually see at 
the top is a fickle, result-driven industry 

where only the very best, richest and most 
fortunate succeed. So how does someone 

so young prepare for the leap into the 
world of competitive motorsport?

With much less media attention, sponsorship 
and prize money at the semi-professional and 
clubman level, it may be true that there’s less 
pressure, but in her first season, Bryony’s not 
taking any chances, and not underestimating the 
learning curve.

“I’ve done several test days at the circuits the 
championship will be attending this year, as well 
as keeping up my fitness in the gym. I’ve been 
learning new techniques of preparation with 
the MSA Academy, which is who I study with at 
Loughborough College.”

So what’s it like being a young woman 
in what is traditionally a male dominated 

sport?

“In some ways being a female has helped, but 
only in terms of being able to stand out more as 
people are interested because it’s rare for a girl 
to be involved. Though of course my gender does 
not impact my ability at all.”

Formula One and DTM (German Touring Cars) 
driver Susie Wolff is perhaps the most famous 
woman in the sport in recent years after testing for 
Williams, but further down the motorsport ladder 
there are plenty of women gunning for success 

Other names making waves include Alice Powell, 
who became the first woman to win a Formula 
Renault World Championship in 2010, and 
Louise Richardson, who competed in the Ginetta 
GT series supporting the British Touring Car 
Championship last year.

However, Bryony stands adamant she wants to be 
judged on her driving,

“I hate the term female racing driver. I am just 
another competitor.”
Even at such a young age and stepping up to her 
first season in Formula Jedi, Bryony knows first-
hand the highs and lows of circuit racing...

“My first race was in my cadet kart at PFi, it was 
chucking it down with rain, and I had never been 
in the wet before and my Dad has no background 
with circuit racing and so couldn’t offer me any 
tips. I didn’t know about braking off line and spun 
many times during the three lap practice. On the 
grid for the first heat I was so nervous which led 
to me being sick! So I actually didn’t get to do my 
first race, though I made it out for the rest of the 
day and even managed to come in 1st novice in 
the final!

“My best and worst racing moments came in 
the same weekend actually. It was the British 
Kartmasters GP and I had some excellent heats 
throughout the Friday and Saturday and put it on 
pole for the pre-final which I went on to win. I had 
never felt so confident in winning for the Grand 
Final, but following scrutineering post-race, I was 
excluded when my mechanic had cleaned my 
chain with some chain lube, it got onto my clutch 
and this is classed as non-compliance. It was 
horrible to be excluded after the best weekend 
racing I had in karts.”

But then you could say that you’re not a true racer 
until you’ve lost a result to a technicality. Just ask 
the likes of Fernando Alonso and Sebastien Loeb!

Meanwhile, away from the track...

Keen not to lose touch with the real world, Bryony 
assures us that when she’s away from the circuit,
“I am at work for my Dad’s company and I enjoy 
going to the gym and also shopping!!”

Perhaps not so down to earth is her love of cars. 
She tells about her favourite car is, “probably a 
Ferrari F12, my dad’s friend had one and I loved 
going in it! I have an Audi A1.”

Not bad for a first car!

So what kind of person does it take 
to break through the lower end of the 

motorsport ladder?

“I am a strong believer in always looking to 
improve myself as a person but I don’t aspire to 
any one person. On track, I’d have to say Alice 
Powell (the first woman to win a Formula Renault 
World Championship) is my idol. She’s gained 
herself great respect and achieved a lot. I’d love 
to have a reputation like that.

“My ultimate aim, like most aspiring drivers, is 
to get to a level in which I am paid to race. I’m 
taking everything one step at a time though at the 
moment, as this year is a massive learning curve 
for me.

“I want to be successful in whatever I do in life.”

@KingBRacing
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Champion graduates as 2016 Clio Cup
entry list announced

Renault UK Clio Cup have officially announced the entry list for the 2016 
season, following their launch day at Rockingham Speedway on March 23.

The series which, over the years, has nurtured talent such as British Touring Car champions Andrew 
Jordan and Colin Turkington, among others, has seen 2015 champion Ashley Sutton earn a place on 
the Touring Car grid for 2016.

Ashley Sutton will line up alongside 2014 Clio Cup runner-up, Josh Cook for team Triple Eight.

2015 Clio Cup runner-up, Ash Hand, is also missing from the entry list, leaving Ant Whorton-Eales and 
Paul Rivett as early favourites to battle for the championship in 2016. Sutton commented,

“The UK Clio Cup is route number one – if you want to be a BTCC driver you need to be in a UK Clio 
Cup car. It’s the first place the BTCC teams look

“The car is like a mini touring car.

“Plus the racing is bumper-to-bumper, similar to the BTCC, so you feel comfortable making the jump 
and the competition is very intense so you learn how to look after yourself and handle situations.

I am over the moon to be able to announce this news and now really looking ahead to the BTCC, but I’ll 
never forget my time in the UK Clio Cup and what it’s done for me.”

Renault Sport’s UK Motorsport Championship Manager, Will Fewkes said of the moves,

“Ashley’s (Sutton) and Josh’s (Cook) appointments really add extra credibility to the type of driver being 
produced by the UK Clio Cup.”

Of the new season, series spokesman Carl McKellar, said,

“2015 was pretty exceptional in terms of competition, controversy, rivalry, unpredictability, fightback etc. 
at the front – probably the best there has been.

“Sutton, Hand, Whorton-Eales, Rivett – we had four fantastic drivers locking horns and there were 
others coming through such as Ladell, Collingbourne who should be in there as well this time around.”

The full list of entrants is as follows:
(Car number, Driver (Nationality), Team)

1. Mike Bushell (GBR), Team Pyro
3. Ollie Pidgley (GBR), Ciceley Motorsport
7. Sam Watkins (GBR), Glamorgan, 20Ten Racing
8. Luke Kidsley (GBR), JamSport Racing
10. Ant Whorton-Eales (GBR), JamSport with AWE
11. Anton Spires (GBR), PP Motorsport
13. Rory Collingbourne (GBR), Team Cooksport
20. Paul Plant (GBR), Vanquish Motorsport WDE
22. Paul Rivett (GBR), WDE Motorsport
23. Charles Ladell (GBR), WDE Motorsport
24. George Jackson (GBR), Team Cooksport
26. Paul Streather (GBR), Finesse Motorsport
28. Josh Price (GBR), Team Pyro
32. Daniel Rowbottom (GBR), Team EcoMotive
44. David Dickenson (IRL), Team Pyro
45. Dan Zelos (GBR), Ciceley Motorsport
46. Lee Pattison (GBR),  Team Cooksport
50. Graham Field (GBR), JamSport Racing
55. Tom Butler (GBR), 20Ten Racing
63. Rory Green (GBR), WDE Motorsport
66. Senna Proctor (GBR), Team BMR with Pyro
71. Max Coates (GBR), Ciceley Motorsport
99. Darren Johnson (GBR), Team Pyro

The Clio Cup continues to run as a support 
series to the BTCC in 2016, and the calendar 
reflects this, with the omission of Knockhill in 
Scotland.

Sat 2/Sun 3 April:
Rounds 1 & 2 – Brands Hatch (Indy) 
Sat 16/Sun 17 April:
Rounds 3 & 4 – Donington Park
Sat 7/Sun 8 May:
Rounds 5 & 6 – Thruxton 
Sat 4/Sun 5 June:
Rounds 7 & 8 – Oulton Park (Island) 
Sat 18/Sun 19 June:
Rounds 9 & 10 – Croft
Sat 30/Sun 31 July:
Rounds 11 & 12 – Snetterton 
Sat 27/Sun 28 August:
Rounds 13 & 14 – Rockingham 
Sat 17/Sun 18 September:
Rounds 15 & 16 – Silverstone (Circuit) 
Sat 1/Sun 2 October:
Rounds 17 & 18 – Brands Hatch (Grand Prix)

Check individual circuit timetables as day/time of 
the event will vary for each event.

The action will also be broadcast for each 
event on ITV4.

Photos courtesy of Renault UK Clio Cup

Clio Cup 2016: Line-up and schedule

Camera’s catch the start of the first race at Brands 
Hatch 2015.

Clio’s go through the infield at Croft 2015.
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Countdown to the 
Clio Cup 2016!

With the start of the 2016 
season looming for most of the 
UK championships and series, 

excitement and anticipation is high at 
tracks and garages up and down the 

country.

No less so than for the organisers, 
competitors and fans of the Renault UK 
Clio Cup. As a current support series to the 
British Touring Car Championship, 

2016 will mark the 25th anniversary for the 
championship in its current guise, and the 
series has come a long way since its debut 
at Donington Park in April 1991.

I spoke with Carl McKellar, spokesman 
for the series, about the history and what 
excitement the cup has in store for the fans 
this year.

What does the 2016 season promise?

The culmination of the 2015 season saw 
it come right down to the wire, with Ashley 
Sutton taking both race wins at the final 
event at Brands Hatch to overturn his rival, 
Ash Hand, and clinch the 2015 title by just 
five points.

Carl tells us, “It certainly looks like we’re in 
for the same pulsating action as we saw 
in 2015. There are an increasing number 
of comments from fans about just how 
impossible it is to pick a winner.

“2015 was pretty exceptional in terms 
of competition, controversy, rivalry, 
unpredictability, fightback etc. at the front – 
probably the best there has been. Sutton, 
Hand, Whorton-Eales, Rivett – we had 
four fantastic drivers locking horns and 
there were others coming through such 
as Ladell, Collingbourne who should be in 
there as well this time around.

“I think a lot of people going to BTCC 
events are now looking forward to the 
touring car action but also what’s in store 
from the Clio Cup grid.
“Everyone is looking forward to it 
immensely thanks to what happened last 
year.”

But it wasn’t just the final race of the 
season that helped the 2015 championship 
take a big bite of the thunder from the other 
series...

“We started at Brands Hatch Indy with that 
great race between Sutton and Whorton-
Eales and got a new closest top-three 
finish with Hand thrown in. Then we broke 
that record at Donington Park a few weeks 
later and broke it again in September at 
Silverstone.

“The fact it just kept getting closer and 
closer was very telling. I recall at Donington 
Park pretty much the whole BTCC media 
dropping everything in the media centre 
just to watch the Clio Cup – it was that 
good!

“If we have anything like the same in 2016 
then we can say even now it’s going to be 
very memorable again.”

Meanwhile, for 2016, we are assured...

“There are no rule changes of significance. 
It’s kept really simple – per weekend it’s a 
half hour qualifying session to decide the 
two grids (based on fastest and second 
fastest times) and then the two races.
“Keeping things simple and not 
overcomplicating them is very important for 
many reasons.” F1 paddock take note!

The history of the cup!

The Clio Cup serves, and has served, as 
so much more than a warm-up act to the 
BTCC and whilst the cars have evolved 
over the years, champions have moved 
on and new championships have moved 
up through the ranks, the excitement and 
passion in the series has never faltered.

So many names are brought up when I ask 
who has gone from success in the Clio Cup 
and onto other big series. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly the majority of 
them move on to the BTCC. Names in the 
Clio Cup alumni include 2013 champion 
Andrew Jordan and 2014 champion Colin 
Turkington. Not to mention the likes of John 
Bintcliffe, Mat Jackson, Jack Goff, Josh 
Cook, Dave Newsham, Mike Bushell and 
Aron Smith.

Tom Onslow-Cole is another name from 
the Clio history books, with Tom going on to 
become the 24H Series champion after a 
short spell in BTCC. Jonny Adam, the 2015 
British GT champion, is another big name 
to have graced the Clio’s.

Meanwhile, BTCC champion and legend, 
Jason Plato and two-time World Touring 
Car Champion, Andy Priaulx have won 
associated Renault series.

Looking further afield and back into the 
archives, even petrol-head and actor 
Rowan Atkinson (of Mr Bean, Blackadder, 
Johnny English etc.) and WHAM! guitarist 
Andrew Ridgeley have had a go in one of 
Renault’s professional series.

Carl adds, “If memory serves correct, 
Ridgeley rolled at Brands Hatch! Imagine 
the headlines!

“Rowan was pretty handy.”

So what about the cars?

How different are the current generation 
of racing Clio’s to the ones we see at the 
dealership?

“The cars actually share a lot with the 
showroom spec version, but obviously they 
are of a racing specification (brakes, slick 
tyres, spoiler, rollcage etc).

“Like the road car they use a paddleshift 
gear change but this is again race-spec. 
The engine is as per the road car (1.6 
turbocharged) but with a few trick bits.

“The road car’s 0-62mph time is 6.6s; the 
race car’s 6.2s. Road car weight is 1200kg; 
race car’s 1080kg. The race car costs 
43,200 (around £33,600) Euros and the 
road car is just under £22,000.”

So is this the secret to exciting, competitive 
racing? A healthy mixture of fifteen drivers 
hungry for success in a fast, well protected 
and, perhaps most significantly, cheap and 
easy to repair car? We have no doubt that 
2016 will go to great lengths to prove that 
to be the case yet again!

With thanks to Carl McKellar
of Renault UK Clio Cup
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