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Peterborough City 
Council has come under 
criticism for this year’s 
tree situated in the 
market square.

  The tree, which is 
being used in the city 
for the second year 
running has recently 
been featured on the BBC 
article “Are these Britain’s 
worst Christmas Trees?” 
and has been described as 
“an abomination” by locals 
after its erection and 
switch on in the market 
square last week.

A Peterborough City 
Council spokesman said, 
“Like all decorations, the 
city’s new Christmas tree 
will look at its best once 
it’s lit up.

“This new 
contemporary tree stands 
at ten meters tall and 
will be the focal point 
of the festive display on 
Cathedral Square.

“We continue to 
develop the city center 
as a regional shopping 
destination and 

festive displays help to 
encourage visitors to our 
city and support local 
businesses and jobs.

“The council owns 
the new tree which cost 
around £40,000. As it 
will last for at least five 
years this represents a 
significant saving to the 
council.”

There are claims that 
the tree shows a saving 
to the tax payer with 
over £80,000 having 
been spent each year on   
Christmas decorations 
across the market square 
before the tree was 
bought.

Social media users were 
less kind with Gordon 
Leed saying, “it’s NOT 
a Christmas Tree it’s an 
abomination and a misuse 
of Council Tax payer’s 
money.”

 Charlene Osifo added, 
“the only place that 
monstrosity should be is 
in the tip.”

However, despite the 
public outcry it looks as 
though the tree is here 
to stay with a council    
spokesman saying that 
the tree “will last for at 
least five years”.
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A rodent “coming into contact with 
high voltage overhead power lines” 
has caused a major power cut across 
Cambridgeshire.

Over 1,000 homes in the Huntington 

area have been left without power after 
a squirrel got into the cables, causing 
problems across Cambridgeshire.

Power has since been restored, but the 
squirrel unfortunately died.

Squirrel causes power misery for hundreds

Woman 
assaulted in 
underpass 
A woman was assaulted 
in a Peterborough 
underpass by two men in 
the early hours of Friday, 9 
December.
 The victim, in her 30’s, 
was not injured but was 
left shaken and upset.
 The area remained 
cordoned off by police 
into Friday morning 
and any witnesses 
have been asked to 
contact Crimstoppers 
anonymously on 101 
quoting incident number 
67.

Parking profits of 
more than £2 million 
were generated by 
Peterborough City 
Council in 2015/16. The 
council made £2.2 million 
during the financial year, 
up from £2.045 million in 
2014/15

The figures have been 
revealed by the RAC 
which discovered that 
the 353 local authorities 
in England generated 
a combined profit of 
£756 million from their 
on-and-off-street parking 
activities.

A spokesman from the 
Council said, “Parking 
charges are one of the 
tools councils use to keep 
traffic moving whilst 
also allowing people 
reasonable and affordable 
access to high street 
shops and other facilities.”

Council 
rake in 
£2mil from 
parking fees
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